




AMBITION 1

The NBN Atlas is the ‘go to’ place for sharing, finding and 

accessing UK biodiversity data.

AMBITION 2

Biodiversity data is providing the evidence needed for 

nature’s recovery.

AMBITION 3

Citizen science is valued, supported and expanded as a 

major source of biodiversity data.

AMBITION 4

The National Biodiversity Network is a well-connected and 

highly collaborative community with a united voice on key 

issues.





SBIF RECOMMENDATIONS

TRANSFORMED DATA FLOWS with clear data 

links to the NBN Atlas Scotland, with easy data 

submission and feedback channels.

TRANSFORMED STRUCTURE AND CULTURE

with a lead coordinating body, working in partnership 

with a network of Regional Hubs and Local Service 

Providers.

TRANSFORMED FUNDING with long-term funding 

secured for coordinating body, keystone 

organisations, and wider recording community.

TRANSITION BY 2030 with a shared 

implementation plan to maintain the momentum of 

the SBIF recommendations. 

TRANSFORMED SERVICE PROVISION with full 

coverage across Scotland designed for added 

value, accessibility and inclusivity.





➢BBD will develop a fit-for-purpose infrastructure 
facilitating biodiversity data services across Scotland.

➢ BBD project – 2023-2025
Will support the ambitions of the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy, by securing      

access to the data needed to set targets and measure progress. 

➢ BBD is led by the NBN Trust
in partnership with NatureScot, the Scottish Government, and the Scottish    

Biodiversity Information Forum Advisory Group (SBIF-AG).



Objective one 
A nationwide partnership providing 

biodiversity data services on behalf 

of Scotland.

Objective two 
A fit-for-purpose Data Management 

and Digital Services System, 

providing financially sustainable 

value-added services to users. 

Objective three 
A connected functional biodiversity 

data community and infrastructure, 

following FAIR and Open Data 
principles, across all sectors. 
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Wider partner engagement



OBJECTIVE ONE

A nationwide partnership 

providing biodiversity data 

services on behalf of Scotland.

CREATION of a body of 

National, Regional and Local 

biodiversity data service 

providers. 

NEW CONSORTIUM

Co-operative of members 

providing biodiversity services 

under National and Local 

Service Agreements.



Consultation on future Consortium Options

A new Biodiversity Services Cooperative 

for Scotland   

Objective one 
A nationwide partnership providing biodiversity data services on behalf of Scotland.
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Objective one 
A nationwide partnership providing biodiversity data services on behalf of Scotland.



Providing a national level of biodiversity services

GIS Dashboards for NBN Atlas data

• NBN Atlas data visualised through a GIS 
Dashboard with spatial data in an 
interactive map.

• Ability to QUERY DATA and ACCESS 
META-DATA.

• SIGNPOST to other data sources and 
data providers.

• Adaptable for local service delivery. 



OBJECTIVE TWO
Data Management and Digital 

Services System, providing 

financially sustainable value-

added services to users. 

ASSESS existing 

management tools for 

biodiversity data, and work 

with the user community to 

inform a new secure online 

System that serves their 

needs.

MULTI-TENANT

DATABASE in the Cloud, 

with up-to-date User-

Interface and access to 

open community Service 

Facilities.



Developing Business Options and Requirements 

A new Biodiversity Data Management and 

Digital Services System

➢ System development and testing (October 

2024 – March 2025)

➢ Business Case Options Report for the 

development approach of the system

- Development of a new system using the 

Recorder 6 data model  

➢ First rounds of Core Partner (LERCs, RGs)     

requirements consultations:

- Round 1 – September to November 2023

- Round 2 – December to February 2024

- Round 3 – May 2024



OBJECTIVE THREE
A biodiversity data 

community and 

infrastructure, following FAIR 

and Open Data principles, 

across all sectors. 

MAP THE DATA FLOW

pathways and practices in 

Scotland (and beyond) to 

understand bottlenecks and 

barriers across sectors.

SYSTEMATIC DEPICTION

of data collectors, aggregators 

and users, and updated picture 

of actions needed to continue 

to tackle SBIF 

Recommendations.



BBD Supports the SBIF Advisory Group 

Updating the 2018 SBIF Recommendations and 

aligning with future policy implementation

Objectiv

e 

Three

A connected 

functional 

biodiversity 

data community 

and 

infrastructure, 

following FAIR 

and Open Data 

principles, 

across all 

sectors. 

2024 

• 2024 update on 

reworded SBIF 

Recommendations

• Highlight the 

transformative work of the 

BBD project

• Alignment with the 

Scottish Biodiversity 

Strategy Delivery 

Frameworks

• Advocate for the actions 

needed across sectors 

to support the delivery of 

SBIF Recommendations

Review of progress:
- NBN Trust & BBD
- SBIF-AG
- NatureScot
- Scottish Government



BBD Exhibition Event - Holyrood 

Sept 17-19, 2024
Arianne Burgess MSP 

(Green Party)

Focus on Biodiversity 
Data Stories (incl. Display 

Materials and Online 
StoryMaps)

Meeting with Acting 
Cabinet Secretary on the 

2030 Vision
Stories featured at the exhibition include:
Project Puffin and the 'Puffarazzi'
Species on the Edge
Saving Scotland's Red Squirrels
Deer Vehicle Collision project
Restoration Forth

https://rspb.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=2733e23a70fe460fa8f4ecf9ce7af0c6
https://www.nature.scot/scotlands-biodiversity/species-edge
https://scottishsquirrels.org.uk/
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/land-and-sea-management/managing-wildlife/managing-scotlands-wild-deer/deer-vehicle-collisions
https://www.wwf.org.uk/scotland/restoration-forth


Many Thanks

Mòran Taing

Contact: Emily Baker

e.baker@nbn.org.uk 




