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344 1413,000

Why care about water beetles?

Why?

**

“First to arrive, last to leave”

*
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The Father of 
Aquatic 
Coleoptera 
Recording

First invertebrate recording scheme 
in the UK

Balfour-Browne Collection

Frank Balfour-Browne (1874 – 1967)

History
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Collection

Netting Bottle Trapping
D-frame dip net.

1 mm mesh.

Large white tray.

Tea strainers and 
sieves are great 
too!

Cut the top and 
invert.

Attach with 
staples.

Use string to 
prevent loss.

Bait with cat food,
cheaper the 
better!

Must check every 
24 hours.

Best for Dytiscids.
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In the field

Identification Techniques

In the lab
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Easy Wins

Hygrobia hermanni
The Squeak Beetle

Colymbetes fuscus
The Large Grooved 

Diving Beetle

Platambus maculatus
Spotted 

Fast Swimmer

Ilybius fuliginosus
Sooty Mud Dweller

8.5 – 10 mm 15 – 19 mm 7.5 – 8.5 mm 10 – 12 mm
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Digging Deeper

The Dytiscus
Highland Great Diving Beetle

Dytiscus lapponicus

Wide yellow pronotal bands all the way 

round

Less than 30 mm long
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Male or Female?
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The Dytiscus

\

Male or Female?

A B C D
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Angus & Tayside

Hydroporus scalesianus
at Balgavies Loch

Dytiscus dimidiatus &
Enochrus melanocephalus
at Bonnyton Den Pond

Found at Fonah Bog, by Garth 
Foster in 2004.

Only site in Scotland.

Relict fen species.

Only 2 mm.

eDNA work in 2022/23.

Dampond not within Rossie Muir 
SSSI.

36 species in 2022.

Most northerly for Enochrus
melanocephalus.

Dytsicus dimidatus new for 
Scotland, closest record Durham.
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Recording

Identification – rachel@riverwoodecology.co.uk

References

Location - at least a 6-figure grid reference 

Date
Photo - at least one photo, different angles, £1 for scale, 
even better graph paper!
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